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The idea which mankind most commonly conceive of proportion,
is the suitableness of means to certain ends, and, where this is not the
question, very seldom trouble themselves about the effect of different
measures of things.—burke.
Fictitious capital, a name of extreme inaccuracy, which too many
persons are in the habit of using, from the hasty assumption that what
is not real must necessarily be fictitious, and are more led away by
a jingling antithesis of words than an accurate perception of ideas.—
H. D. MACLEOD.
The first two of these are wrongly coordinated: the third, a
curiosity in other respects, is in this respect right. The reason
is that in the first two we have a defining, in the third a non-
defining relative clause, A defining clause is grammatically
equivalent to an adjective ('violated laws', 'the popular idea5),
and can be coordinated only with another word or phrase
performing the same function; now the phrase 'we have been
receiving', not being attached to the antecedent by means
of a relative, expressed or understood, is not equivalent to an
adjective. We could have had 'and (which we) have been pro-
perly punished for neglecting', or we could have had the 'and*
sentence in an adverbial form, 'with the fitting result'; but co-
ordination between the two as they stand is impossible.
The Burke sentence is a worse offender. Coordination of
this kind is not often attempted when the antecedent of the
relative is subject of the main sentence; and when it is attempted,
the two coordinates must of course not be separated by the
predicate. If we had had 'the idea which mankind most com-
monly conceive of proportion, and very seldom trouble them-
selves about anything further', the coordination would have
been similar to the other, and could have been rectified in the
same way ('and beyond which they very seldom . . .', or 'to the
exclusion of any other considerations5). But this alteration we
cannot make; for there is a further and an essential difference.
The Daily Telegraph writer evidently meant his second coordinate
to do the work of a defining clause; he has merely failed to
make the necessary connexion, which we supply, as above,
either by turning the words into a second defining clause, or by

